
 

Summary of Exercise Results 

Franklin Boulevard Public Meeting/Workshop  

 
 

 Exercise 1     Exercise 2           Exercise 3 
 (Broad Concerns/Issues)    (Focus Areas/Desired Results)               (Potential/Recommended Actions) 
 
 Workshop Goals: (1) Broader/Enhanced view of concerns and issues 
  (2) Focus areas developed with results-based priorities 
  (3) Feedback received on potential actions 
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Exercise 1 ς Mapping concerns and issues about the Franklin area 
 
Purpose: Build upon Aug. meeting to gain broader, collective understanding of traffic, pedestrian, bicycle, and 
other safety/street-related issues across the area.  Residents mapped concerns/issues on area system map. 
 

 
 

Initial top concerns registered 
¶ Traffic/Accidents 

¶ Beautification 

¶ Pedestrian Safety 

¶ Line of Sight (Vehicular) 

¶ Bike Safety 

¶ Speed on Marlowe Ave 
 

Mapped Concerns and Issues  
¶ Franklin Blvd 

Á Take Franklin to avoid congestion on Detroit 
Á Distracted drivers 
Á Road grade change (Bunts into the Lincoln/Marlowe area, optical illusion) 
Á Driver sight triangles at intersections (Hedges at Waterbury) 

o Sidewalks 
Á Proximity to street 
Á Fences along property line (causes narrow/tunnel feeling with road) 

o Street Trees 
o Lighting 
o Pedestrian Buffer 

Á Pedestrian awareness (distractions while walking/phones, etc.) 
Á Resident children in yards  (on corners/intersections) 
Á High school kids walking/distracted/horse play on side of road 

o Curb/Edge 
Á Landscaping/beautification 

o Bike Lane 
Á Street debris in lane 
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Á Narrow road/lane 
Á Children riding bikes in lane 

o Road 
o Turn Lane 

Á Passing in turn lane 
Á Excessive use of turn lane (difficult for homeowners to cross traffic into driveways) 

¶ Local Streets 
Á Speeding 
Á North-south streets w/out light intersections - small signs (hard to see/easy to miss) 
Á Lakewood One development – will it exacerbate current traffic issues? 

o Sidewalks 
o Street Trees 
o Lighting 
o Pedestrian Buffer 

Á Landscaping/beautification 
o Curb/Edge 
o Roads 

¶ Gateways 
o Warren Road (West) 
o W. 117

th
 (East) 

¶ School Areas 
o High School 

Á Areas for students to congregate after school (vs. side of road, etc.) 
o City Academy 

¶ Intersections 
o Stop Sign 

Á Sight triangles for cars, bicycles, pedestrians 
Á Parking too close to intersection on north-south streets 

o Signal 
Á Signal Timing 

¶ Getting “stuck” in high school light complex after turning from Bunts onto Franklin (west bound) – 
impatience = poor decision making 

¶ Inconsistent timing patterns (east-west) make it very difficult for pedestrians to cross Franklin at non-
lighted intersections (e.g. Marlowe, etc.)…no regular gap in traffic. 

o Pedestrian Crossings 
Á Lack of north-south crossings for streets without lights 
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Exercise 2 ς Refining concerns/issues into focus areas and priority desired results 
 
Purpose: Enhance understanding of street characteristics and purpose within broader network of roads, then 
translate mapped concerns/issues into geographic results-based priorities (written on orange cones) on a floor 
model of area, and develop/refine priorities into focus areas for application of actions/resources. 
 

                  
 

Focus Area 1 - Warren Road to Wyandotte (Western 1/3 of corridor) 
Priority Desired Results:  

¶ Slow north-south traffic on local streets 

¶ Kids feel safe in their front yards 

¶ Ability to safely cross Franklin north-south (especially stop-sign intersections) 

¶ Drivers using cell phones get tickets 

¶ Enhance/enlarge buffer/barrier between sidewalk and road 

¶ Enhanced signs (warning for high cross-traffic area, highly visible street signs) 

¶ Simplify road delineation (fewer modes of travel) 

¶ Increase driver awareness on/at north-south streets and intersections 

¶ Feel safer riding a bicycle 

¶ More predictable intervals/gaps between car traffic for pedestrian crossings 

¶ Simplify/enhance safety of Hilliard, Warren, Franklin intersection (western gateway) 

¶ School area safety (enhanced buffers, crossings, etc.; High School students traveling east-west, north-south) 

 
Focus Area 2 ς Cohassett to Winchester 
Priority Desired Results: 

¶ Enhance visibility for crossing traffic north-south (all modes) 

¶ Reduce speed on Franklin 

¶ School safety (north-south crossing at Ridgewood Ave for Harrison Elementary students) 
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Exercise 3 ς Exploration of potential actions to achieve desired results within each focus area 
 
Purpose: Enhance understanding of potential actions and their limitations, gain resident feedback on 
recommended actions to address priorities within each focus area. 
 

            
 

Focus Area 1 - Warren Road to Wyandotte (Western 1/3 of corridor) 
Priority Desired Results:  

¶ Slow north-south traffic on local streets 
o Reduce local streets limit to 20mph 
o Speed humps/tables (3) 

Á Χƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ сллΩ ƻŦ uninhibited space, trouble areas first ς then others w/maintenance cycle. 
Á Speed tables on Marlowe and Waterbury 

¶ Kids feel safe in their front yards 

¶ Ability to safely cross Franklin north-south (especially stop-sign intersections) 
o Enhanced/Clear Marking of Crossings (3) 
o Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) ς especially at school crossings (6) 

¶ Drivers using cell phones get tickets 

¶ Enhance/enlarge buffer/barrier between sidewalk and road 
o Vegetated Curbs 
o Create structural buffer between sidewalk and street ς consider widening sidewalk to this buffer 

¶ Enhanced signs (warning for high cross-traffic area, highly visible street signs) 

¶ Simplify road delineation (fewer modes of travel) 
o Eliminate bike lanes 

¶ Increase driver awareness on/at north-south streets and intersections 

¶ Feel safer riding a bicycle 
o Small, elevated curb between bike lane and car travel lanes (visible/physical delineation) 
o Is there room for vegetated barrier between car lanes and bike lane/pedestrians? 

¶ More predictable intervals/gaps between car traffic for pedestrian crossings 

¶ Simplify/enhance safety of Hilliard, Warren, Franklin intersection (western gateway) 

¶ School area safety (enhanced buffers, crossings, etc.; High School students traveling east-west, north-south) 

¶ Other 
o Increase enforcement (2) 
o Reduce Franklin limit to 25mph (2) 
o Speed humps or tables on Franklin 
o Mark speed limit on the roads - especially if it is changed (2) 
o Permeable pavement 
o Smart phone application that gives you points for not using phone while driving (points redeemable at local businesses 

or reduced taxes) 
 

Focus Area 2 ς Cohassett to Winchester 
Priority Desired Results 

¶ Enhance visibility for crossing traffic north-south (all modes) 

¶ Reduce speed on Franklin 

¶ School safety (north-south crossing at Ridgewood Ave for Harrison Elementary students) 
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