
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

June 3, 2019 

East Conference Room 

Present: Councilmembers Bullock & Litten 

Also present: Councilmembers Anderson & O’Leary, Chief Malley, Law Director Butler 

Call to Order: 6:32 p.m. 

AGENDA: 

Lakewood Police Department 2018 Annual Report 

Councilman Bullock opened the meeting with questions pertaining to parking meter revenues 

and whether they have remained flat. Chief Malley clarified that parking meter revenues result 

from drivers putting quarters into a designated metered spot and indicated that the department 

has seen a 75% increase in revenue without adding meters, going back to 2007. This reality 

indicates the vibrancy of areas. 

Councilman Bullock spoke about the number of overdoses and the crisis intervention team 

making a positive impact. He asked if there was anything to glean from the felony statistics. 

Chief Malley indicated that the crime of murder is infrequent and normally happens within a 

home, making it difficult to prevent. He added that burglary and auto theft have gone down, 

stating that the design of many cars requiring key fabs today makes it more difficult to steal 

and/or hotwire a car. 

Councilman Bullock referred to pg 39 of Chief Malley’s report and asked about the term 

“pending.” Chief Malley stated that the term refers to cases that have not been closed because it 

led to no arrest. He added that every report of a crime that comes in gets a detective assigned to 

it, regardless of whether it is a misdemeanor or felony.  

Councilman Bullock noted that in a past meeting Judge Carroll pointed out that traffic citations 

are down and Bullock suggested that could be used as a safety tool. Chief Malley responded that 

the city has experienced 80 less car crashes from 2 years ago and tickets have also reduced as 

well. Bullock asked how traffic assignment works with speeding in targeted areas. Malley 

indicated that each shift will have cars assigned to certain areas. He also mentioned how traffic 

calming efforts, such as the one on Woodward Ave., have been effective at reducing speed on 

streets. He added that he would be concerned if accidents were trending upward while ticket 

revenue was going down, but that is not the case. Councilman Anderson stated that it appears 

overall speed is decreasing in the city, as officer deployment has remained steady and there are 

less citations. Bullock followed up and asked if the allocations of time and policing tools 

assigned to traffic duty have remained consistent over the years and Chief Malley confirmed 

that. Bullock then asked about the amount of pedestrian traffic incidents that occur and Malley 

indicated that there are not many. 



Councilman Litten asked if the police department does targeted enforcement of certain areas and 

asked if there was a need for leads. Chief Malley indicated that special enforcement happens and 

brought up an example of a targeted effort at W. 117th St. & Clifton Blvd. He indicated that it 

was not a high accident area, but the department came up with about a dozen tickets, several 

pedestrian jaywalking citations, and a couple drug arrests. 

 

Council President O’Leary stated that whenever he gets complaints from residents regarding 

traffic that he emails Captain Wilkins and gets an immediate response. 

 

Councilman Bullock asked if the department is fully budgeted and staffed up. Chief Malley 

confirmed that and stated that there will be 5 new officers this year, with 2 currently training in 

the academy. Bullock followed up and asked about the drivers of overtime being up a bit from 

years past. Malley indicated that the cause was special events. For the 4th of July, the department 

will deploy as many officers as possible to prioritize safety. Bullock stated that any ways to get 

overtime costs down are appreciated, but those special events in the evenings are indicators of 

vibrancy. 

 

Councilman Bullock asked if there has been any issues over the animal education effort related 

to the city’s relatively new dog ordinances. Chief Malley indicated that there have been no issues 

aside from 1 leash incident and normal evening animal complaints. Councilman Anderson asked 

about any dog bite statistics that might be available. Malley indicated that dog bites have been up 

over the past 4 years and ticked up a bit in 2017. He wants to see the trend over the last couple 

years on reported dog bite incidents. Bullock asked if there have been any pit bull bite incidents 

and Malley did not know if any were, but noted there have been none in the news lately. Director 

Butler indicated that 2 dogs have been designated as potential nuisances and the owners have 

appealed to the director of public safety, which is their right. Animal control officers can choose 

how to designate a problem animal. Councilman Litten asked if the city discerns by breed and 

Butler indicated that the dog is designated by its breed and appearance. 

 

Councilman Bullock and Chief Malley discussed the new policy regarding after hours animal 

complaints. If there’s no animal warden working, the police will keep the complaint until the 

following day. The next step is to call an animal warden and see if they would be willing to come 

in and impound the animal. The last case scenario is to take a police officer off the street and 

drive the animal down to the pound. 

 

Councilman Bullock noted the animal control spay and neuter fund total had dropped. Chief 

Malley indicated that rates are set to increase and the fund is built through adoption fees. 

Director Butler noted that the city offers a low cost spay and neuter program that has caused the 

fund to dwindle. Bullock and Malley arrived at the conclusion that veterinarians are charging 

more for the cost of spaying and neutering and clarified that if the year end balance was to go to 

$0 the city would need to find more money from an alternate source. 

 

Councilman Bullock and Chief Malley also discussed the costs of jailing dropping significantly 

in some instances. Malley indicated this was due to policy changes by the County, as Lakewood 

is now using North Royalton and Huron county jails to house some of its prisoners. 

 



Councilman Bullock stated for the record that average response time is 3 minutes and 35 

seconds, which was confirmed by Chief Malley.  

ORDINANCE 05-19 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect at the earliest period allowed by law 

enacting Section 331.346, Using Mobile Telephones while Driving, of the Codified Ordinances 

of the City of Lakewood in order to update the Code so as to regulate the use of mobile phones 

while driving in the City. (Placed on 1st reading and referred to Public Safety 1/22/19; 2nd 

reading 2/4/19) 

ORDINANCE 06-19 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it receives the 

affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take effect and 

be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, repealing Section 549.051, Sale, Possession 

and use of Stun Guns, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Lakewood as this section is no 

longer enforceable. (Placed on 1st reading and referred to Public Safety 2/4/19; 2nd reading 

2/19/19) 

Director Butler gave an overview of changes to Ordinances 5-19. He stated that the new version 

is an effort to include the proposal with a section of code that precedes Section 345, which 

already bans texting while driving. The new version of Ord. 5-19 broadens the definition of 

communications devices to avoid a conflict in the code if mobile telephones are only included. 

This version bans the use of handheld devices while driving, permitting Bluetooth use and 

hands-free methods of communication. The portions of the legislation in red are mere additions 

and lines in red and bold-face are things that would change in the existing ban on texting while 

driving ordinance. 

In regard to Ordinance 6-19, Director Butler indicated that the US Supreme Court determined 

that a Massachusetts law banning stun guns was unconstitutional and violated the 2nd 

Amendment. This required Lakewood to repeal its law concerning a ban on stun guns. At a past 

regular meeting of City Council, Council President O’Leary requested from the floor a way to 

continue to regulate them. Ordinance 6-19, as revised, would include stun guns in a section of 

code where other weapons are regulated lawfully. Councilman Bullock asked if Ordinance 6-19 

is in violation of the 2nd Amendment. Butler responded that state code does not prohibit 

municipalities from adopting the regulation of firearms and that the city has leeway to regulate 

the use of firearms or weapons. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 
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