
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC WORKS & SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 
January 25, 2021 

Online Broadcast Meeting 
 

Present: Councilmembers Rader, Bullock, & Shachner 
 
Also Present: Councilmember Neff, Director Ducu, Engineer Papke 
 
Start time: 6:00 p.m. 
 
AGENDA 
 
Approval of the minutes of the January 19, 2021 Public Works & Sustainability Committee 
meeting. 
 
Chairman Rader made a motion without objection to approve the minutes from the committee’s 
last meeting. 
 
RESOLUTION 2021-03 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it receives 
the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, approving the use of 
submerged lands for property located at and abutting 1033 Summit Avenue, Lakewood, 
Ohio (a legal description of which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”), in order to permit the 
owners the opportunity to undertake the lakeshore protection measures. (Referred to PWS 
1/19/21) 
 
Engineer Papke stated that this resolution and the 2 following were all land leases needed for the 
Summit Outfall project, with 1 being east of Summit, 1 being west, and the other being on 
Summit Ave. itself. He noted the project was structured this way due to the adjacent property 
owners’ preference to connect onto the land leases in the future to protect the land. They were 
offered to be a part of the project and would pay for the frontage of the revetment. The property 
on the east side has switched ownership twice since the start of the project. The property owner 
to the west of the project will do his in the next 5 years. The submerged land leases tie into the 
city’s project, which is needed. 
 
Chairman Rader stated that the mayor, himself, and Representative Skindell are working on 
getting funds to help with the projects. He noted that they took a boat ride along the end of 
Summit and described being able to see houses seemingly teetering near the edge of Summit. He 
then shared a map of the intersection and reiterated the importance of hearing from the city 
regarding future problems in this area. 
 
Engineer Papke noted that the resolutions were for the city’s revetment work. 
 
Councilmember Bullock inquired whether the approval of the resolutions would result in 
stopping erosion further. Mr. Papke indicated that revetment is needed along neighboring 
properties, not included in the resolutions, and that those owners would need to take care of 



frontage in their yards. Councilmember Bullock reiterated the urgency behind solving the 
erosion problem. Mr. Papke stated that the city offered those onwers the opportunity to protect 
their land and added that it usually costs $1300 per square foot for revetment. He noted that the 
owners do not have the funds available currently. 
 
Chairman Rader inquired if whether the house was occupied and Mr. Papke responded that he 
believed so. Chairman Rader asked whether the city has a responsibility to intervene, in the event 
foundation walls begin appearing through the edge of the cliff. Mr. Papke stated that erosion 
takes place at an inch a year and that if the Building Department were to deem it unsafe, they 
would step in and demand something be done to abate the problem or vacate the structure. 
Councilmembers discussed a need for the administration to involve the Building Department. 
Mr. Papke highlighted how it was explained to the neighbors that they stood to gain a free 
mobilization of the site from the city, but ultimately they currently do not have the financial 
capacity to address the erosion issue. 
 
Chairman Rader made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Shachner to recommend adoption 
of Resolution 2021-03 to the full council. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Rader, Bullock, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-03 was recommended for adoption. 
 
RESOLUTION 2021-04 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it receives 
the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, approving the use of 
submerged lands for property located at and abutting 15700 West Shore Court, Lakewood, 
Ohio (a legal description of which is attached hereto as “Exhibit A”), in order to permit the 
property owners the opportunity to undertake lakeshore protection measures. (Referred to 
PWS 1/19/21) 
 
Chairman Rader made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Shachner to recommend adoption 
of Resolution 2021-04 to the full council. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Rader, Bullock, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-04 was recommended for adoption. 
 
RESOLUTION 2021-05 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it receives 
the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take 
effect and be in force after the earliest period allowed by law, approving the use of 
submerged lands for property located at and abutting the Northern Terminus of Lakewood 
Summit Avenue Right-of-Way, Lakewood, Ohio (a legal description of which is attached 



hereto as Exhibit “A”), in order to permit the owners the opportunity to undertake the 
lakeshore protection measures. (Referred to PWS 1/19/21) 
 
Chairman Rader made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Shachner to recommend adoption 
of Resolution 2021-05 to the full council. 
 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Rader, Bullock, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-05 was recommended for adoption. 
 
ORDINANCE 39-2020 - AN ORDINANCE to take effect immediately provided it receives 
the affirmative vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council to amend Section 
565.02, Authority of Director of Public Works, 565.06, Care of trees during Building 
Operations, 565.07, Moving of Trees, 565.10 Prohibited trees, and Section 565.11, 
Preservation and Removal of Trees on Public Property, of the Codified Ordinances of the 
City of Lakewood to articulate public noticing regarding planned tree removals, the role of 
the Tree Advisory & Education Board in the process and the resolved principles guiding 
forestry strategy. (1st read and referred to PWS 11/16/21) 
 
It was noted due to a rescheduling of meetings earlier in the week, a substitute for the ordinance 
was not available. Councilmember Shachner clarified his intent behind the ordinance, noting that 
a Tree Education & Advisory Board (TEAB) decision on a tree should not be binding. He 
likened the process to receiving input from the Planning Commission on a project. Lastly, he 
indicated that the process laid out in the ordinance would provide the option for public 
commentary and for the public to gain a full understanding as to why decisions were being in 
regard to tree removals. Councilmembers discussed having an annual review of removals, 
accompanied with public feedback. 
 
Councilmember Bullock expressed a preference for using the committee process to amend the 
legislation, as opposed to relying on the Law Department to do so. He added his support for 
public meetings and encouraged the Forestry Department to work with the Planning Department 
on how tree removals affect streetscapes. 
 
Chairman Rader expressed the need for another hour-long committee meeting on this subject, 
where TEAB members and the public would be invited. 
 
Engineer Papke gave some insight into the city’s removal process and the necessity of some 
removals due to utility improvement projects. He added that the city communicates with utilities 
on best practices for removal, that the city uses on all of its own projects. 
 
Director Ducu added that the city vets out tree removal issues in the pre-construction process and 
that the city can charge third parties for the unnecessary removal of trees. He stated that nobody 
wants to take down healthy trees and that he understands the value of working on tree education 
of private homeowners, as that where the tree canopy deficiency largely originates. 



Chairman Rader deferred the item without objection to the committee’s next meeting. 
 
RESOLUTION 2021-02 - A RESOLUTION to take effect immediately provided it receives 
the vote of at least two thirds of the members of Council, or otherwise to take effect at the 
earliest period allowed by law, authorizing an agreement between the City of Lakewood, 
Cuyahoga County, Ohio hereinafter referred to as the MUNICIPALITY, in the matter of 
the hereinafter described improvement and requests the cooperation of the County of 
Cuyahoga, Ohio, hereinafter referred to as the COUNTY. (Referred to PWS 1/19/21) 
 
Chairman Rader gave an overview of the resolution. Engineer Papke has served on the steering 
committee on behalf of the city for this project. Mr. Papke noted that after multiple studies it was 
determined that the Hilliard Road bridge needs a full replacement. The county is running the 
design of the new bridge to replace it.  The plan is to completely demolish it and have a new 
bridge go up in 2023. The new bridge will include a shared use path for bikes and pedestrians. 
 
Chairman Rader asked how this project affects the potential re-evaluation of the Clifton Road 
bridge. Mr. Papke indicated that the bridge is owned by ODOT exclusively, who does 
inspections on it annually, and that the organization will come to the city when that bridge is at 
the end of its useful life. 
 
Engineer Papke noted that the Hilliard Road bridge had concrete chunks falling from it and 
netting was put up as a result of a study. It was deemed unsafe by the county. Some Metroparks 
trails had to be diverted from the area to make it safer. In regard to the new bridge, extra lighting 
may be added in for aesthetics, along with a public viewing platform. There will be future 
opportunities for public engagement. Councilmembers expressed their support for the project. 
 
Chairman Rader made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Bullock to recommend adoption 
of Resolution 2021-02 to the full council. 
 
Discussion: Councilmember Neff asked if traffic would be completely shut down during the 
construction. Mr. Papke confirmed that it would, as a full tear down would be necessary.Traffic 
will be detoured around, which is why the city is aiming to have Hilliard Rd. resurfaced in 2022 
before the start of the bridge project. He estimated a 2 year timeline to bring the bridge down 
and rebuild it. 
 
On the motion: A roll call vote was taken as follows: 
Yeas – Rader, Bullock, Shachner 
Nays – None 
 
Motion passed. Resolution 2021-02 was recommended for adoption. 
 
Chairman Rader adjourned the meeting without objection at 6:55 p.m. 


