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“As a nation, we have made great strides in the 
last several years to expand health care 

coverage and access to medical care and 
preventive services, but these successes have 

not yet brought everyone in America to an 
equitable (fair) level of improved health.” 

 

 
Karen DeSalvo, Assistant Secretary for Health (acting), 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 



Source:  Image was adapted by the City of Portland office of Equity and Human Rights from the original 
graphic: http://indianfunnypicture.com/img/2013/01/Equality-Doesn’t-Means-Justice-Facebook-pics.jpg  



Health Disparities… 

Health disparities are differences in 
health status among distinct segments 
of the population. 
 



Health inequities… 
 

Health inequities are those disparities 
which are modifiable, associated with 
social disadvantage, and considered 
ethically unfair. 

 



Social Determinants of Health 

 The complex, integrated, and overlapping social 
structures and economic systems that are responsible for 
most health inequities.  

 These social structures and economic systems include the 
social environment, physical environment, health 
services, and structural and societal factors.  

 Social determinants of health are shaped by the 
distribution of money, power, and resources throughout 
local communities, nations, and the world (CDC) 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 



 

Our State of Health:  

Cuyahoga County  

Lakewood 

Today, a person’s zip code is a stronger 
determinant of health than their genetic code. 



Cuyahoga County 
 

 Cuyahoga County ranks in the 
bottom third of all 88 counties in 
Ohio for residents’ health outcomes. 

  
 Even though Cuyahoga County ranks 

consistently in the top 10 in the state 
for clinical care (measured by access 
to and quality of care), this has not 
made our residents healthier.  

 
 The conditions that shape health are 

not spread equitably across the 
county.  

 
 There are significant differences in 

life expectancy, depending on where 
someone lives and their 
race/ethnicity. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

*2017 County Health Rankings by University of Wisconsin 
Population Health Institute 



Cuyahoga County 



 





 



Lakewood 



 



Differences in opportunities and in health outcomes 
are unfair and unjust, and impact everyone in a 

community and/or region.  Economically, there are 
major opportunity costs for poor health across the 
region due to disability and lost years of productive 

work. 

Source:  Health Improvement Partnership-Cuyahoga, Community Health 
Improvement Plan, 2015 





Top Causes of Death in the U.S. in 2000 

 
Cause of Death Percent 

Actual  
Cause of Death Percent 

Actual Actual  
Cause of Death Percent 

 
Diseases of the heart 29.6 Tobacco 18.1 Low Education 10.2 

 
Malignant neoplasms 23.0 

Poor diet and 
physical inactivity 16.6 Racial Segregation 7.3 

Cerebrovascular 
diseases 7.0 

Alcohol 
consumption 3.5 Low Social Support 6.7 

Chronic lower 
respiratory diseases 5.0 Microbial agents 3.1 Individual Poverty 5.5 

 
Accidents  4.0 Toxic agents 2.3 Income Inequality 5.0 

Diabetes mellitus 2.9 

 

Motor vehicles 1.8 Area Level Poverty 1.6 

Galea, et al, 2011, AJPH Minino, et al, 2002 Natl Vital Stat Rep  Mokdad, et al, 2004, JAMA 
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There is no silver bullet solution to address the complex 
factors that shape opportunities for people in our community 
to be healthy.  No single organization can create such a large-

scale lasting change.  To have the greatest impact on the 
health and well-being of our community, we need to 

coordinate our work and our resources around well-defined 
priorities and goals. 

 
Source:  Health Improvement Partnership-Cuyahoga, Community Health Improvement 

Plan, 2015 



The Most Important Role of Public 
Health is: 

 

 

Ensuring that ALL people have the right to live their 
healthiest lives, no matter where they live or work, how 

much money they make, or what their race, religion, 
sexual orientation, or political beliefs. 

Source:  Health Improvement Partnership-Cuyahoga, Community Health 
Improvement Plan, 2015 



Action 
Cycle 



Environment 
and 

organizational 
context 

Considering the Evidence in Decision Making 

22 

Best available 
research evidence 

Resources, 
including 

practitioner 
expertise 

Population 
characteristics, 
needs, values, 

and 
preferences 

Decision 
Making 

Source: Satterfield JM et al. 



Policy, System, Environmental Change 
 A way of modifying the environment to make healthy 

choices practical and available to all community 
members.   

 

 By changing laws and shaping community conditions,  big 
impact can be made with little time and resources. 





Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Health Impact in Five Years. 







Source:  8 Yummy Tensions of Collective Impact. Collective Impact Forum, FSG. July 2014 

1. Common Agenda 
 
2. Shared   
    Measurement 
 
3. Mutually 
    Reinforcing 
    Activities 
 
4. Continuous 
    Communications 
 
5. Backbone Support 
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We each 
have a role 

Childcare 

Preschool 

Transpor
tation 

Policy 
Makers 

Jobs 

Safe 
Neighbor

-hoods 

Clean Air 

Medical 
Care 


