
I set out to change 
the world and  
instead, the world 
changed me.
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H2O connects  
Lakewood youth with  
volunteer opportunities  
to develop a strong  
desire to SERVE the  
community. Nurtured by  
a culture of kindness,  
they LEARN valuable  
skills while helping  
others. They GROW into 
more engaged citizens 
empowered to make an 
impact in the world.

dear h2o Supporters,

 

2014 was a year of change, growth, and incredible excitement. 
 

we welcomed new faces, embarked on new service projects, and continued to be amazed at the enthusiasm  

of our volunteers and counselors. 
 

this year, h2o’s high school students contributed an amazing 2480.5 hours of service to the community.  

and, they found plenty of creative ways to make their mark. in april, they hosted h2o’s inaugural Kick-it 

game, where they raised $2,583.00 for children’s cancer research. later in the year, they helped make  

christmas better for many local families by selling hand-made gifts at light Up lakewood.
 

Summer Service campers got a sneak preview of drink local, drink tap’s film, “Making waves,” which  

details the hardships of Ugandans trying to access clean water. they were so moved by the stories they  

saw, they made a commitment to help them. through the penny war fundraiser and lakewood arts festival 

proceeds, they raised an impressive $2,242.96 for this worthwhile organization. 
 

toward the end of summer, we all celebrated the great contributions of vanessa lange, who decided to 

embark on a new career path. we also welcomed amy chodzin, a long-time volunteer and parent of h2o 

participants, who took over the responsibilities of the assistant coordinator. amy’s first task – to help us  

move to our current location inside lakewood high School. our new school office is more accessible and  

visible to students, and we’re happy to report that the transition was a complete success.  
 

this year, like all others, we have been incredibly fortunate to have the support of the city of lakewood,  

lakewood city Schools, and the h2o advisory council in finding the best possible spaces for our events  

while lakewood high is under construction. with their help, we have been able to seamlessly plan our  

activities, starting with Summer Service camp 2015, which will be based at garfield Middle School.
 

as always, the kindness that was shown to the h2o program and its youth volunteers in 2014 has been over-

whelming. together, we are helping our children understand what it means to be a valued part of a community. 
 

with such committed volunteers, partners, and parents, i can only imagine what 2015 will bring!

 

emmie hutchison

h2o coordinator

h e l P  to  o t h e r S  M i S S i o n  S tat e M e n t



Annalisa Perez  |  Former counselor, future social worker
 
this past year, ohio State junior annalisa Perez took it upon herself to organize the  
university’s Martin luther King Jr. day of Service – an event that attracted more than 
1,000 people and involved more than 60 service initiatives across central ohio. Quite  
a feat for a student who is juggling a full class load and working on her honors thesis. 

while annalisa spent most of the winter coordinating the MlK Service event, her  
preparation for it actually started many years ago.

“My love for service came from my experience in h2o,” she explains. “it’s because of  
the opportunities i had as a student and as a counselor that i gained the skills and the 
confidence to take on a project of this magnitude.”

as an h2o student, annalisa participated in a wide range of service projects. “My 
favorite activity was working at the ronald Mcdonald house,” she remembers. “i  
really enjoyed spending time with the families, cooking them meals, playing with the  
kids and getting to know them.”

as annalisa grew in age and experience, she was given the opportunity to take on  
additional leadership roles. “the great thing about h2o is that they really encourage 
 the students to take an active part in organizing events. they want the kids to feel real 
ownership in the good they are doing.”

through h2o, annalisa served as a board member of the lakewood charitable  
assistance corporation and was actively involved in the annual clothing drive. But she  
really honed her leadership skills as an h2o counselor. “My three years as a summer 
counselor were my most meaningful experience at h2o. it was so great seeing the  
kids getting excited about service and understanding how important it is to help people,” 
she says. “and, by doing good work, the children learn that they have great value in  
this world.”

the lasting impact that h2o had on annalisa goes well beyond the leadership skills she  
acquired. “they gave me the passion for service,” she says. “it’s 100% because of h2o, 
that i have chosen to major in social work at oSU and have decided to pursue a career  
in service.”

when annalisa graduates next year, the former virginia M. fairchild “Super camper” 
award recipient wants to work as an administrator for a children’s program. “i want to 
work for social justice and try to address the issues around race and socio-economic 
status.”

with her h2o background, she certainly has the experience to make a difference in the 
world around her. 

as annalisa looks toward a career of service, she looks back on her time at h2o, and  
offers this advice to students who are entering the program. “Be a team player. Keep  
an open mind. Make the most of your experience.”  

annalisa certainly did. 

highlights | 2014 
 
505 amazing volunteers
6,135.5 hours of service
 

 

high school 
 

241 volunteers 

2,480.5 hours of service

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service

Youth leaders organized 53  

volunteers into service and  

provided reflection activities  

that gave meaning to their  

morning’s work.

Kick-It

Members raised $2,583.00, 

while raising the passions of 

students to help beat childhood 

cancer through research. 

Light Up Lakewood

Talented volunteers sold  

handmade crafts, raising  

$315.00 for local families  

at Christmas. 

 

Bikes and Bands  

The second Bikes and Bands 

event raised enough money  

to repair 40 bicycles to donate 

to kids, along with helmets  

and locks.My love for service came  
from my experience in H2O.

—  A n n A L I S A  P e r e z



Johnny Rowell  |  From student to teacher,  
                                                 always a man of service.  

in the fall of 2015, Johnny rowell will enter St. ignatius high School as a first year 
math teacher. But for this St. louis University graduate, the position is more than a 
job, it’s an opportunity to continue a life of service.

“i’m very passionate about teaching because it will allow me to make a positive impact 
on people every single day,” Johnny explains. 

of course, Johnny has been making a positive impact most of his life. “it all started 
when i joined the h2o program in sixth grade,” he recalls. “that year, we mostly did 
arts and crafts. we made cards for the elderly to show them that we were thinking 
about them and that we cared.”

when Johnny entered the summer program the following year, his passion for service 
was truly ignited. “it was life-changing for me,” he says. “i was able to make a difference 
in a very personal way. i read books to children at a day care center, i helped out in a 
food bank, and i volunteered at the ronald Mcdonald house, too.”

one of his favorite experiences was doing yard work at a senior center. “for us, it 
wasn’t about pulling weeds, it was about developing relationships with the residents. 
every time we visited, they would come out and talk with us, make us lunch and treat 
us like family. it was so nice to make those personal connections.”

it was because of these relationships that Johnny began to understand the bigger effect 
his service was having. “getting to know the people, that’s where the real service is 
and where the good can come,” he explains. “You start to understand the causes and 
the impact of social injustice. You start to examine why people are struggling, and 
you begin to solve these problems in much bigger and more impactful ways.”

Johnny credits h2o for his growth as a community servant. “without a doubt, h2o 
has led me through the different levels of change,” he says. “h2o helped me under-
stand that service is about more than deeds. it’s about community. it’s about fostering 
relationships. it’s about people.”

over his nine-year tenure at h2o, Johnny impacted countless lives in the community. 
But it was his work as an h2o counselor that made the biggest impact on him. “i 
really enjoyed working with students,” he recalls. “it was this experience that sparked 
my interest in becoming a teacher.”

today, as Johnny prepares to embark on his career as an educator, he recalls his h2o 
experience fondly. “h2o molded me into the man i am today. it ignited my love for 
service. it set me on a career path that i know is meaningful.”

for those just beginning their journey with h2o, he has these words of wisdom: “don’t 
be afraid to step out of your comfort zone. Put yourself out there, and this program 
will have a profound impact on you. i promise.”

middle school 
102 impassioned volunteers 

344.5 hours of selfless service  

to others

Participants learned and  

practiced sign language. 

Volunteers created an  

inspirational video that  

expressed their discoveries 

about peace and understanding.

Students were inspired by 

speakers from the Cleveland 

Sight Center who shared their 

experiences with blindness. 

 

summer service 
camp 
197 youth volunteers 

3,310 hours devoted to others

Campers assisted Lakewood 

Community Services Center in 

their summer lunch program by 

engaging in games, crafts and 

fitness activities.

Children raised  $2,242.96 for 

the “Drink Local, Drink Tap” 

program, which promotes water 

sustainability and provides clean 

drinking water for the people of 

Uganda. 

Students decorated rain barrels 

and sold them, raising $970.76 

for the H2O program.

Lakewood High School  

Junior Claire Black earned  

her Girl Scouts Gold Award  

for a composting program  

that she created and presented 

to campers. 

H2O helped me understand 
that service is about more than 
deeds. It’s about community.

—  J o h n n y  r o w e L L



Major Donors
The Castele Family Foundation
Connie & Hal Cooper
Cox Charities of New England Fund  
 at the Rhode Island Foundation
Kohl’s Cares Foundation
Hazel Martindale, Martindale Electric
Lakewood Arts Festival
Lakewood Presbyterian Church
Lakewood Ranger Education  
 Foundation
Lakewood/Rocky River Rotary  
 Foundation
Lakewood Women’s Club
Lauren & Wally Mueller 
North Coast Litho
Parish of Saint Peter’s  
 Episcopal Church
Timothy Penton
Jeff & Jenny Rohrs
Jan Soeder
Spellman Family 
 
Donors
Candy Ahren
Sally & George Alkire
Brian & Leslie Andrews
Arianna & Dany Aoun
Around the Corner
The Baker Family, in honor of  
 Seth, Madeline, and Sam
Seth Baker
Marilyn & Charles Barrett
Amy & Mark Becker
Linda Garrett Beebe, Attorney 
Kimberly A.  Bobbitt 
Ruth Breiner Family,  
 in memory of Marilyn Koffel
Shirley Breisch
Sherry & Tom Brown
The Budzar Family
Beverly & Kevin Burtzlaff
Annette Busse
Charles P. Canepa, D.D.S., M.S., Inc.
Culeen & Fran Carey
Lucy & Mike Carney
Katharine Carr,  
 in honor of Rachel Ritter
Sally Carr
Bruce Chamberlin
Linda & Steve Clark
Sue & Tom Cliffel
Norma & James Collin
Katherine Collin
Rebecca Collin
John Craighead
Mary Anne Crampton
Ruthy & Steve Davis
Susan R. Davis
Julie Diangelis,  
 in memory of Lillian Michalko
The Doi Family
Michael & Tina Dolatowski
Sandy & Chris Donahoe
Celia & Bill Dorsch
 

Disabled American Veterans,  
 Chapter 108
Ehren Chiropractic Center
Lee & Larry Elmore
Virginia & David Estrop
Michael & Geraldine Evans
Cindy & Bob Fairchild
Catherine & Michael Farrell
The Fesko Family 
First Federal of Lakewood
Helen Finn
Lynn & Jay Foran
Leigh & Paul Fox
Theresa M. Fredericka
Maria Shinn & Sherry Fry
Don Gallovic Family 
Garfield Middle School PTSA
Toni & Tony Gelsomino
The Gerhardt Family
Laura & Russell Germaine
The Golba Family
The Campbell-Gordillo Family
Louise & Bud Gorman
Grant Elementary PTA
Marie & Charles Grossman
Kathy & Ken Haber
Mary & Chip Hall,  
 in honor of Kim and Ron Hall
Marguerite Harkness
Drs. Robert, Christopher, and Jill Harter
Hendrika Haven
Jane Hawthorne
Cynthia & Jim Helbig
Dr. Gary R. Hermann DDS
Mary & Tom Holland
Horace Mann PTA
Julia & David Huffman
Rev. James Humphrey,  
 in honor of Bruce Chamberlin
Cheryl Hutchison, in honor of  
 Ralph Hutchison and Toshia Myers
Edward A. Hadaway &  
 Denver D. Jenkins, Jr., DDS
Jane & Chris Johnson
William Johnston & Cynthia Peck
Bernadette Johnston-Peck
Jeanine Gergel & Adam Jusko
Jim Kenny - Evergreen Business  
 Commmunications
The Kerr Family
The Kilbane Family
The King Family
Joan & Bob Korpa
The Kotansky Family
Mary Eileen & Ed Kramer
Patty& Mickey Krivosh
Lakewood Association of Firefighers, 
 IAFF Local 382
Lakewood Charitable  
 Assistance Corporation
Lakewood Council of PTAs
Lakewood High School PTA
Lakewood Presbyterian,  
 Thursday Night Dinner Group
Vanessa Lange
 

Laskey Costello, LLC
The Latham Family Fund
Alexandra Latham
The Latsko Family
Lentini Family, 
 in honor of Matthew Lentini
John & Karen Levis
Mary Carol & John Lucic
Christina & David McCallum,  
 in honor of John A. Gill
The McFarlin Family
Lynn & Lou McMahon
Donna Miller
Mary Jane Miller
Maureen & Mark Miller
Mary & Roland Miranda
Kathleen Naughton
George Needham,  
 in memory of Lillian Michalko
Tom O’Dougherty
Ellen and Matt Ospelt
Anne & Jack Palomaki
Kim & Tino Perez
Peace Racing
Sharon & Pat Perotti
Sue & Jim Petruccio,  
 in Memory of Lillian Michalko
Jill& Scott Richardson
Judith & Robert Riley
Kathleen & Bo Rog
Laura VanDale and Tedd Roos
Roosevelt Elementary School PTA
Nancy Roth
John Russell - Cottage of Flowers
David & Laura Sangree
Elizabeth and Craig Schneiders,  
 in memory of Marily Koffel
Dr. Carrie Schopf, MD
Dave & Kirsten Senger
Bonnie & Bob Sikes
Lucille & Anthony Sinagra
Michael J. Skindell
David & Mary Lynne Slife
Vickie & Dan Smigelski, in honor  
 of Lauren and Paige Smigelski
Pamela J. Smith
Michelle & Michael Smith
Dr. Robert Soffer
Terence Stanton
Sherri & Art Stehlik
Wendy & Mayor Michael Summers
Judy & Paul Szentkiralyi
Mary Breiner & Charlie Tardivo
Elizabeth Tereck
Kevin Toole, WJ Flaherty Co Inc
The Tsiros Family
Ms. Irene Twohig
Peggy Twohig
Margaret & Maynard Unger
Emily Villar
Rachel & John Vuyancih
Susan & Thomas Wagner,  
 in honor of Jane Leshnik
Pat Gibson & Jamy Wheeler
Walter & Judy Wright,  
 Pinnacle Gardens Foundation

Joseph Yanks
Laurie & George Young
Susan & John Zanghi 
 
H2o aDvisory CounCil 
Keith Ahearn
Culeen Carey
Lynn Foran, Chair
Toni Gelsomino,  
 Director of Human Services
Mary Hall
Jim Latham
Kirsten Senger
Vicki Smigelski
Jan Soeder 
 
aDult volunteers 
Sally Alkire
Jennifer Arnold
Betty Ayyub
Brenda Budzar
Caleigh Carey
Sue Chamot
Amy Chodzin
Christine Crawford
Jane Diemer
Celia Dorsch
Mollie Evans
Kelly Florian
Lynn Foran
Anita Fox
Louise Gorman
Diane Herman
Colleen Houk
Kristen Humphreys
Bonnie Hunt
Betsy Korhnak
Jayne Kuhnen
Karen Lee
Karen Levis
Deborah Lucas
Mary Carol Lucic
Christina McCallum
Ginnie May-Schiros
Melissa Meehan
Allison Norris
Kelly Payne
Kim Perez
Zearatus Perry
Jeff Rohrs
Johnny Rowell
Ann Ruhlin
Roberta Secrist
Judy Szentkiralyi
Bob Taller
Stephanie Toole
Amy Tubbs
Sade Vega
Rachel Vuyancih
Susan Walker
Regina Westlake
Jeff Worron
Allison Yonkers
Laurie Young
George Young 

H2O Help to Others
Lakewood Division of Youth
12900 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107
216.529.6045
H2OLakewood.orgPrinting generously donated by Friends of H2O


