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Roofs create the skyline of Lakewood.  The va-
riety of roof shapes and materials, chimneys,
and features such as dormers and towers add
to the distinctive character of the city.  The sea-
sons can be rough on a roof, with downpours
of rain, falling leaves and branches, ice build-
up, and high winds.

••••• Shed the Water.
Water is a house’s worst enemy.  Even a small
steady leak can eventually result in major dam-
age.  Make sure that water on the roof is travel-
ing into the gutters and downspouts, and then
into the storm sewer connections.  If the water
is drained onto the ground, make sure the
splash blocks and soil slope away from the foun-
dation.  A major cause of water leaking into
basements is misdirected rainwater.

••••• Roofing Materials.
Originally, the roofs of Lakewood were wooden
shingles, slates, clay tiles, or concrete tiles.
More modern materials, such as asphalt and
fiberglass shingles have often replaced these
original materials.  If a house has an original
slate or tile roof, maintain it.  A roofer skilled in
using these materials can make minor repairs.
For major repairs, a skilled roofer can carefully
remove the original roofing materials, make
repairs, and reinstall the roofing.  Both old and
new tile and slate are still available through
salvage yards or suppliers and manufacturers.
Some of the newer materials that imitate slate
and tile can create a satisfactory appearance
for a lower cost.  Remember that, although slate
and tile are more expensive, they last much
longer than asphalt or fiberglass shingles.  Fi-
nally, new skylights should be installed on the
rear side of roofs, where they are not visible
from the street.

••••• Chimneys.
In addition to making a cozy fire possible and
venting the gases from heating systems and
hot water tanks, chimneys are important exte-
rior features.  Even if a chimney is no longer
being used, it should be kept intact.
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Lakewood Home Improvement & Maintenance Guide:
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