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1 - 3 Common Home Improvements

Construction Specifications for Garages
Kitchen Remodeling Requirements

Bathroom Remodeling Requirements
Fence Construction Requirements

Tool Shed Requirements
Vinyl Siding Installation Requirements

Room Addition Requirements
Requirements for Construction of Patio Deck
Waterproofing & Dampproofing Requirements

Furnace Installation Requirements
Furnace Trouble-Shooting Checklist

Hot Water Heater Installation Requirements
Portable Above Ground Swimming Pool Installation Requirements

Common Hazardous Electrical Conditions
Electrical Installation and Alteration Requirements

Exterior House Painting Specifications
Home Insulation Requirements

Types of Insulation
Public Sidewalk & Driveway Apron Requirements
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Before remodeling a bathroom, permits
must first be obtained from the Building
Department.

Permits to be obtained are:

Building - for carpentry, vanities, and
soffits.

Electrical - for new receptacles, lighting
fixtures and any electrical applicances.

Plumbing - for any replacement of
plumbing lines or fixtures (tubs, lavs and
toilets).

When an existing bathroom is remodeled,
the entire room is to be brought up to
current code standards.  Remodeling is
defined as replacing two (2) or more
plumbing fixtures.
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Patio decks are becoming the most common
improvement that the property owner them-
selves are attempting to encounter.  Patio decks
should be designed to accommodate the fam-
ily needs and be constructed of lasting materi-
als and be safe and sound.

Before constructing a patio deck, a building per-
mit must first be obtained from the Building De-
partment.  At the time of application for the per-
mit a plot plan, showing lot measurements,
length and width of house, and the actual size
of deck, including steps, must be submitted.  A
drawing, as illustrated on the opposite page,
must also be provided which will show the
method of construction for the proposed deck.

Lumber to be used may be pressure treated
(treated against dry rot) or untreated structural
lumber which then must be painted or stained
to withstand the weather.

The majority of decks are elevated or raised
above grade for easy entrance into the dwell-
ing.  The decks are supported on four (4) by
four (4) posts, which are cemented in place.
Posts shall extend thirty-six (36) inches below
grade, and if the lumber is untreated, the por-
tion below grade shall be treated with a pre-
servative.
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1

Exterior

Wood

 Siding

2
Finish

Grade

3
Mortar

Joint

4
Parge and

Tar Coat

5

Gravel and

Clay Soil

Back Fill

6Footer

7

Drain

Tile

8 Studding

9
Floor

Joist

10

Cinder

Block

Foundation

Wall
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DEFINITION:  “Portable family swimming pool” - means a pool
(with any horizontal measurement TEN (10) FEET OR MORE),
resting entirely above ground and designed to be easily dis-
mantled, stored and moved from one place to another.
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1. A fence permit shall be needed, if a re-
quired fence is to be installed.  An elec-
trical permit is also required for the in-
stallation of electrical receptacles and/
or any lighting.
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2. No family portable swimming pool shall

be placed or located in any front or side
yard.  All pools shall be installed in the
rear yard, and shall not be located closer
than five (5) feet from the side or rear
property lot lines.
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