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Vision Statement: Achieve sustainable development practices to ensure long term viability of our 

commercial corridors  

Enhance Existing Assets 
 Explore the benefits of a downtown special improvement district.  

 Improve the appearance of existing commercial properties.  

 Use ambassadors for presence and clean up  

 DOD professional “on the street” 

 Require high quality design for all rehab and redevelopment projects.  

  Strengthen city negotiating leverage to achieve higher-quality commercial development deals 

 Repurpose obsolete first floor retail space. 

 Allow live- work space 

 Allow pop-up shops 

 Require window dressings  

 Build on proactive code enforcement for commercial districts.  

 Maintain a range of retail and service commercial activities. 

 Encourage a mix of development that meets community employment, shopping and service needs.  

Strike a Balance  

 Enhance requirements for buffers between commercial corridor and neighborhoods. 

 Require more green space as buffers 

 Minimize the impact of late night commercial activity ( ex: bars closing) 

 Set community expectations  

 Use city ordinances to control noise  

 Enhance financial sustainability of new and existing businesses.  

 DOD professional “on the street” 

 Support smart growth development models.  

 Establish a consistent approach to providing attractive and functionally well placed pedestrian 

amenities. 

 “Plan” for these 

Create Connections  

 Promote local businesses sharing resources and information.  

 Provide more regular development updates to the community. 

 Use exisiting media outlets (Observer, Patch, Sun) to provide regular business development 

updates 

 Improve public education on development trends and process.  

 Include residents in the development process earlier.   

 Provide business plan mentoring and support existing business owners  



 Strengthen communication between government, businesses, non-profit institutions, and 

stakeholders (We are ALL responsible for communication)  

Think About Tomorrow  

 Cultivate the potential of the Madison Avenue corridor.  

 Require the design of new commercial development to facilitate pedestrian access. 

 Create new zoning criteria for more flexible land use.  

 Preserve and respect the historic context.  

 Reduce the amount of impervious area (asphalt/concrete) in the commercial areas. 

 Promote the use of storm water management techniques such as bio-swales and rain gardens.  

 Support sustainable development practices such as energy efficiency. 

 Provide incentives for environmentally friendly development. 

 Historic Tax Credits  

Create Places for People  

 Encourage mixed use development.  

 Provide architectural design recommendations to small business owners.  

 Reduce the impact of parking and driveways.  

 Expand the use of design measures to enhance capability between land uses. 

 Promote public art in commercial districts.  

 Ask artists for art 

 Support the addition of bicycle amenities in the commercial corridors.  

 Advocate for compact building design. 

 Provide best practices for commercial building rehabilitation.  

 Promote/Incentivize vertically mixed uses (use upper floors for broad range of uses)  

 Create detailed design guideline booklet  

 

 

 


