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Lakewood voters will decide upon one charter-related ballot issue in the November 6, 2012, general election: 
 
 
ISSUE 
NO. 

BALLOT QUESTION SECTION 
IMPLICATED 

CURRENT CHARTER WORDING PROPOSED CHARTER WORDING BLACK-LINED VERSION SHOWING PROPOSED 
ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS 

LAW DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS 

61 Shall Article XIX, Section 6, Declarations of 
Candidacy, of the Seconded Amended Charter of 
the City of Lakewood be amended to require that 
nominating petitions be filed with election officials 
not later than 90 days before the election? 

Art. XIX, Sec. 6 ARTICLE XIX.  ELECTIONS 
 
Section 6.  Declarations of Candidacy. 
 
Candidates for the offices of Mayor and member of 
Council shall, not later than 4:00 p.m. of the 
seventy-fifth day before the day of the primary 
election, file a declaration of candidacy as required 
by general law.  Except as otherwise required by 
this Charter, the general laws of the state of Ohio 
shall govern such declarations of candidacy.  
Nominations for each elective municipal office shall 
be made by petition only, on standard forms 
provided by the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections for the nomination of non-partisan 
candidates. 

ARTICLE XIX.  ELECTIONS 
 
Section 6.  Declarations of Candidacy. 
 
Candidates for the offices of Mayor and member of 
Council shall, not later than 4:00 p.m. of the 
ninetieth day before the day of the primary 
election, file a declaration of candidacy as required 
by general law.  Except as otherwise required by 
this Charter, the general laws of the state of Ohio 
shall govern such declarations of candidacy.  
Nominations for each elective municipal office shall 
be made by petition only, on standard forms 
provided by the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Elections for the nomination of non-partisan 
candidates. 

ARTICLE XIX.  ELECTIONS 
 
Section 6.  Declarations of Candidacy. 
 
Candidates for the offices of Mayor and member of 
Council shall, not later than 4:00 p.m. of the 
seventy-fifth ninetieth day before the day of the 
primary election, file a declaration of candidacy as 
required by general law.  Except as otherwise 
required by this Charter, the general laws of the 
state of Ohio shall govern such declarations of 
candidacy.  Nominations for each elective 
municipal office shall be made by petition only, on 
standard forms provided by the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections for the nomination of non-
partisan candidates. 

Facing a new state law (Rev. Code § 3509.01) that requires overseas and 
military voters to receive absentee ballots no later than 45 days before an 
election, the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections requested that local 
municipalities move their own candidate filing deadlines to earlier in the 
summer before the municipal election season.  
 
Lakewood’s charter requires candidates for the offices of mayor and city 
council to file their nominating petitions with the Board of Elections no 
later than 75 days before the municipal primary election, which is held on 
the second Tuesday in September.  This charter change would move the 
filing deadline to 90 days before the primary election.  The elections board 
has suggested it will benefit from the change by being able to process 
overseas and military ballots earlier, which in turn will help the board meet 
its state-imposed deadline. 
 
Sixteen chartered municipalities in Cuyahoga County will ask residents to 
pass similar charter amendments in November 2012. 
 

 


