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Introduction  
In August 2012 a handful of Community Vision Participants were asked to share a glimpse of Lakewood. 
These brief snapshots of daily life are meant to inform the community vision process by reporting on 
relevant personal experiences such as buying a home or going back to school.  

All are welcome to participate in the Lakewood Look Book. Contact Planning@lakewoodoh.net to 
submit your idea or ask for an assignment. Submissions must include a photograph and a write up of less 
than 100 words.  
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Community Wellness 
 

 

The 2012 Lakewood Human Services Summit brought together city leadership and representatives of 28 
human service organizations to assess the state of service provision in Lakewood. Each of the three 
sessions focused on a different element of the human service sector: economic stabilization, physical & 
mental health, and safe and supportive neighborhoods.  

In the end we all walked away with a better understanding of what resources are available in Lakewood, 
existing service gaps, current trends, and critical issues. From the Summit, it is clear that local 
government has an important role to play connecting and advocating for human services in Lakewood.  

– Mary Anne Crampton on 2012 Lakewood Human Services Summit  

  



 

At a summer block party, a neighbor who moved to Lakewood from Kosovo helps a mom and daughter 
pick apples from their front yard tree, demonstrating the harvester she used in her home country.  
Where else but Lakewood could we see such a scene: friends from different continents and different 
generations enjoying healthy, urban agriculture and building community? Quintessential Lakewood! 

 - Tom Bullock on Close-knit Blocks   



 

The Lakewood Family Collaborative is a network of Lakewood organizations and individuals dedicated to 
making the community stronger for children, youth, and families.  The Lakewood Collab meets once a 
month to discuss issues and to put solutions into action.  In addition to connecting people, the Collab 
has committees that sponsor projects within Lakewood such as the Lakewood School Supplies Initiative, 
Welcome to Lakewood, Clear for Kids, Adoption & Foster Care Awareness, Job Seeker Workshops, 
Mental Health Awareness, and monthly “Spotlight” speakers.  Anyone with an interest is helping kids 
and families is welcome to attend meeting and join the Lakewood Collab.   

- Kristine Pagsuyoin on the Lakewood Family Collaborative  



Housing  

  

After renting here for two years, my wife and I decided to purchase our first home. A few things 
influenced our decision:  

1. Location (Close to the Lake, downtown, and the interstate)  
2. Great mix of local shops and national chains  
3. Visible police force  
4. Trash Day is organized and the refuse program is MANDITORY  
5. Safety and walkablity 
6. Great place to raise a family 

 
We looked at 7 houses and chose number 5, on Belle.  Working with a realtor from Lakewood and First 
Federal of Lakewood made the process easy.  
 
Soon after moving in we received a welcome packet from the City and a gift certificate from Pacers 
welcomed us to the neighborhood. We love this city! 
 
– Ken Brand on Buying a Lakewood Home    



 
 

When you make a cross-country move, a lot of factors contribute to the decision.  This is the situation 
that my family and I faced in relocating to Lakewood from Springfield, Missouri several months ago.  
There was a geographic draw being so close to Cleveland and Lake Erie.  There was a demographic 
aspect with Lakewood being such a “young” suburb.  We also saw the many accolades that Lakewood 
has garnered in recent years in the areas of safety, housing, family, and walkability.  But, what made the 
difference was experiencing firsthand the strong community, diversity, and camaraderie among the 
residents while visiting. 

- Ryan Fisher on Moving to Lakewood 

  



Mobility 

 

I live in southwest Lakewood.  Car travel is the norm.  Bikes abound, for pleasure and school 
commutes.  Every now and again a bus rolls by.  

The closest grocer is Giant Eagle at Warren Village, .96 miles as the crow flies.  By car, I can reach Giant 
Eagle in 3.5 minutes.  I can shop for what I want, pack the car and head back.   

Over sidewalks, Giant Eagle is 1.1 miles.  The other night I walked there pushing my daughter in our 
stroller.  It took us 25 minutes to get there.  I was only able to fit 13 items in the stroller, mostly 
produce, tragically no ice cream.  Any more groceries and my daughter would’ve been sitting on a sack 
of potatoes.   

Mode of transport Travel time, round-trip Limits on what may be bought 

By car 7 minutes Only the weekly budget and my pride 

On foot, pushing 
stroller 

50 minutes About two days’ worth of food; sadly, 
nothing that melts 

 

– Kevin Butler on Grocery Access 



 

When people ask me about biking in winter, I point out that people ski all winter long and they 
don't get upset about the cold. They just bundle up. That's how it is riding your bike. You don't 
have to buy expensive clothes. A wind breaker over your sweatshirt or fleece does wonders. I do 
recommend gloves and a knit ski mask that covers your whole face.  

Among the greatest things about riding in winter is that people think that it's hard but it isn’t. It's 
not raining or snowing most of the time. The streets are clean and dry. Riding a bike in winter is 
a lot like riding in the summer: you're a kid again, balanced on two wheels.  
 

- Michael Gill on Why He Rides   



Safety 
 

 

The evening started at 6:45 pm with a daily checkup of his police car and 3 traffic violation tickets 
(running a stop sign, illegal parking, and idling for 5 minutes while stopped).  He was constantly 
monitoring activity and running plates by putting license plate #’s in his computer.  Likely one of the 
reasons he hands out the most tickets of any Lakewood Officer.  We fielded a domestic violence and a 
loud music complaint.  Officer Ciresi was continually checking the facts and was gathering as much 
available information as possible, processing it quickly, and making effective decisions. Impressive. 
Surprising how often the officer turns into a counselor.   

- Carl Orban on his Ride Along with Officer Ciresi   



Commercial Development 
 

 

Brant Smith, owner of the Detroit Warren building, was good enough to give us a chance to visit his 
rooftop and take photos of Detroit Avenue. Brant is a great example of a truly invested owner who 
bought into Lakewood just a few years ago. It is because of folks like him that our community is growing 
and improving. The investment is more than just the money into the building and being a conscientious 
steward of the property. The investment is also rooted in a community minded ethos that you get back 
as good as you give. 

– Dru Siley on Responsible Building Owners  

  



 

 

Lakewood residents came out in droves this September to support an artisan, locally-owned business, 
Local Girl Gallery. Owner Linda Goik features the work of local artist in her gallery, a charming Detroit 
Avenue storefront. After announcing she might need to close, Lakewood neighbors rallied to support 
this unique business through a "cash mob" and lines stretching out the door, since all agreed the shop is 
a community resource worth keeping. 

- Tom Bullock on a Cash Mob to support artisan, locally-owned business  



 

 

Winning the Startup Lakewood Ideation Challenge was incredible for me because it gave my business a 
real sense of direction and momentum for the first time. Also, as a recent transplant to Lakewood, the 
people I met during and after of the challenge helped me feel right at home in my newly adopted town. 
Though I have only been here a few months, the entrepreneurs community I have found in Startup 
Lakewood is a fantastic group of people and make me excited for the future. 

 - Daniel Dudley on StartUp Lakewood   

  



 

 

This is the perfect reflection of Birdtown's blend of past and future. Transfiguration church is shown in 
the renovated storefront of Lakewood resident Maria Shinn’s new business. Throughout Ward 4 are the 
traditions of the past and an emerging economy anchored by Lakewood owner/operators.  In a 20-
minute walk, we passed the new Mahall’s lovingly renovated by two young, Lakewood couples.  We 
admired Bay Branch Farm on Lark.   We shopped for treasures in two hip antique stores.  We met four 
immigrant women sitting on lawn chairs on the sidewalk who spoke a total of 20 languages.  We could 
have taken yoga, danced ballet or studied martial arts if we had more time.   

 

 - Mary Louise Madigan and Monique Smith Explore Birdtown    

  



Education and Culture 
 

 

My first class, a GMAT Prep Course, was unique in that I was the only student in a distance learning 
classroom at UAL.  There was certainly a learning curve in contributing to the class by buzzing in as 
opposed to raising my hand.  Taking the class at UAL was greatly beneficial because of the convenience, 
which is a 5 minute bike ride or a 10 minute walk from my house.  I will enjoy that short commute for 
every other Saturday for the next two years in the inter-disciplinary MBA program at UAL.  

– Joe Beno on Going Back to School 

  



 

“I’ll just “Google” it.” This is repeated millions of times a day across America. Is there another choice? 
Yes! And it’s right outside our front porch. We live in Lakewood along with people of every ethnicity, so 
geography comes easily with my Bosnian, Romanian, Egyptian, Japanese neighbors. We have NASA 
engineers, lawyers, auto mechanics, poets, inventors, and entrepreneurs; neighbors who represent 
every career imaginable. If these human resources do not help, our world-class library is a welcome back 
up. The “information age” is right at our doorstep along side every sort of commercial enterprise from 
venture capitalist to Mexican or Thai restaurants. 

- Jake and Cindy Marx on the Information Age  
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